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We respectfully acknowledge that we live and work on 
the traditional lands of the fourteen Confederated 
Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation. 
 

 

Calendar 

• 8-4-25 Leadership Team Meeting, 4:30 PM, YWCA. 
Open meeting, any members are welcome to attend 
and participate. Only LT Members may vote on 
motions. 

• SAVE THE DATE: Sept 8 and 9; SUFFS comes to the 
Capital Theatre to open their national tour! 
https://suffsmusical.com/  More info to follow 

• See Opportunities for Action, Page 4, and flyers 
attached. 

 
 

 
 

Know Your League 

Check these websites to more fully understand 
your League: 

 

Our local Yakima County League: 
https://lwvyakimacounty.org/ 

Our Washington state League: 
https://www.lwvwa.org/ 

Our National League: 
https://www.lwv.org/ 

 

700+ Leagues across the US 

1Mil+ members & supporters 

9 million voters reached in 2024 

100s of voting rights victories 

Core Principles 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy. 

VISION 
We envision a democracy where every person 
has the desire, the right, the knowledge, and the 
confidence to participate. 

VALUE STATEMENT 
The League believes in the power of women to 
create a more perfect democracy. 

 

Leadership Team 
 

• Cindy Olivas, President 

• Barb Schultz, Secretary 

• Janis Luvaas, Treasurer and Membership 

• Karri Livingston, voter Services Chair 

• Kitty Jubran 

• Steve Hill 

• Criss Bardill 

• Joy McKinney 

• Maria Jett 

• Lana Barnes 

Meeting on the first Monday of the month at 4:30 
pm at the YWCA located at 818 W Yakima Ave, 
Yakima, WA 98901 in the second-floor 
conference room. All members are welcome! 

https://suffsmusical.com/
https://www.lwv.org/
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Message from the President 
 

Dear Members,  
 
I would like to share my thoughts on the importance of volunteering in our valley.  There are so many 
citizens in our community that are seeking information and resources.  As the League of Women Voters, 
we remain nonpartisan and are proactive in providing voting registrations opportunities to our 
neighborhoods in the Yakima County Area.  The other part that needs to happen is getting people 
educated, engaged, and informed about resources that are available. I do not take these things lightly 
and feel that our citizens are looking for resources.  The tabling events are a great way to reach out to the 

people in their communities and help register them to vote.  The time to volunteer would be now.  
 
I cannot express how important and valuable you are as a member of the League of Women 
Voters.  Please support our and your causes by volunteering today.  The communities need us.  Sign up 
today for any of the list of events that are in the Voter Newsletter by contacting Karri Livingston, our 
Voter Services Chair, at karrjolivingston@gmail.com. If you have any questions I can be reached by email 
at cindyo4lwvyc@gmail.com or lwvyc@gmail.com.  Besides the importance of volunteering, this is a great 
way to meet and connect with other members while having fun.  Thank you. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Cindy Olivas, 
LWVYC President 

 
2025 League of Women Voters of Yakima County Annual Meeting 

 
June 17, 2025 
 
A social meeting began at 4:30 p.m. with refreshments being served. Many members took time to reacquaint and 
connect with each other. Twenty-two members and three guests were in attendance.  
 
Interim President Criss Bardill called the annual membership meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. She welcomed the 
membership and guests and explained the details leading up to our present situation with the resignation of 
President Lee Murdock. Criss introduced and recognized Leadership Team members outgoing Secretary Betty Van 
Ryder, and outgoing Susan Kaphammer Leadership Team member/former Voter publisher, for their involvement 
within the League. Janis was recognized for her work as the Treasurer which she will continue to do for the next 
year. 
 
Business items concluded: 
Motions were made and passed to accept the Statement of Quorum, accept Adoption of Agenda, accept Adoption 
of Annual Meeting Rules, accept Re-Adoption of LWVYC Consensus Positions, the appointment of Reading 
Committee to approve 2025 Minutes, and approve Minutes of the 2024 Annual Meeting. 
 
Treasurer Janis Luvaas presented a financial report. She Included an explanation of the education fund monitored 
by the state League. Janis described the procedure for reimbursement from the state for education related  
expenditures. She also explained the new way in which membership and dues are being handled at the national  
level. The transition period will have an impact on our budget. Janis suggested that a possible fundraiser could be  

   (continued on next page) 

mailto:karrjolivingston@gmail.com
mailto:cindyo4lwvyc@gmail.com
mailto:lwvyc@gmail.com
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Annual Meeting (continued from previous page) 

 
considered to bolster our account. She then gave the membership a demonstration of the new on-line LWVUS 
renewal format and explained the intricacies of the allocation of our dues. A motion was made and passed to 
approve the budget. 
 
Members received a current membership contact list. 
 
The By-Laws Amendments required by National for addressing the new dues paying processes were reviewed, and 
a motion to approve the Amended By-Laws was made and passed. 
 
As this year was unique with Lee resigning the presidency in February, the Leadership Team functioned as the 
Nominating Committee. Nominations were Cindy Olivas for President and Barbara Schultz for Secretary. 
Nominated to the Leadership Team were Joy McKinney, Lana Barnes, and Maria Jett, all the above for 2-year 
terms. Janis Luvaas as Treasurer and Karri Livingston for Voter Services Chair are each halfway through their 
current 2-year term. Criss Bardill has agreed to serve one year on the Leadership Team. Kitty Jubran and Steve Hill 
each have one more year on their Leadership Team term. With no nominations from the floor, it was moved, 
seconded, and passed to accept the slate unanimously. 
 
Kitty Jubran gave a Voter Services Committee Report. She asked those present to think about signing up for 
tabling opportunities at the Yakima Farmers Market. 
 
Newly elected President Cindy Olivas Cindy acknowledged the indigenous people’s land upon which we live. Her 
remarks emphasized empowering voters and standing up for democracy. Cindy stated that with new leadership 
there are always changes. She encouraged all members to become involved with their suggestions, questions, 
committee engagements and reading available materials to become informed. Her remarks emphasized 
empowering voters and therefore democracy.  
 
Cindy talked about the recent LWVWA State Convention which was also attended by Janis Luvaas and Maria Jett. 
She shared information about the activities that the WA League presented to the local Leagues; the new Elder 
Care Study, Welcoming Immigrants, and the Indian Treaty Rights Study. Cindy also reported to the members that 
the Consensus Positions for our League have many opportunities to become involved in local government and 
issues.  
 
She outlined her priorities as President as it is her goal to have visibility in Yakima County expanding from the 
upper valley (Naches, Tieton, Cowiche/Highland area) to the lower valley (Wapato, Toppenish, Sunnyside, to 
Grandview) and with the Yakama Tribal Nation. Her goal is to strengthen and expand the League working with 
other nonpartisan community partnerships. Currently, there is a Leadership Team as the guiding force, and the 
Voter Services Committee. They are the two main functioning bodies of our league. Many additional outreach 
considerations would be to reestablish the redistricting committee and focus on civic education, criminal 
Justice, Schools, and Observer Corp. Gean Dindia asked about the extent of the League’s outreach and a 
discussion ensued. Expansion of our outreach will be a priority of incoming President Cindy Olivas. 
 
 A thank you card was presented to outgoing Secretary Betty Van Ryder for her commitment recording and typing 
up the minutes for every meeting held in the last two years. Flowers were given to Criss Bardill, as interim 
President, for her continued dedication to the League. Betty donated two of her personal writing collections as 
door prizes which were won by Janis Luvaas and Kitty Jubran. Joy McKinney received a Starbuck gift card for the 
definition of Robert’s Rules of Order challenge, donated by Cindy. To close the meeting Cindy read a poem written 
by member Doris Peralta Baker, titled, “Be Like Me”. 
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VOTER SERVICES 

Voter Services has been busy with multiple 
opportunities for tabling and demonstrations.   

We have tabled at the Downtown Farmer’s 
Market once a month and still need volunteers 
for the Sept 7 and October 5 markets.  We have 
been fortunate to have our assigned location 
under the roof of the building, so have not had to 
set up a canopy. Karri is asking Market 
management if that can be an ongoing location.  

We were scheduled to conduct an OIC Adult 
Education Workshop on June 18, but that has 
been postponed by OIC until closer to the general 
election.  

We will be participating in the MultiCare Yakima 
Memorial Hospital Fiesta De Salud 2025 Health 
Fair on August 9. Please see Opportunities for 
Action in next column. Gaining bilingual 
assistance for our tabling was discussed and will 
be pursued. 

We also will be participating in the Catholic 
Charities Resource Fair on September 13 and will 
pursue bilingual assistance. 

Karri has received the dates for the Davis and Ike 
school conferences next year, and we intend to 
table. Our experience last year was very positive, 
with lots of students, teachers, and parents 
stopping to talk with us. 

Barb has spoken to Brian Dibble; Principal of 
Selah High School, and he is interested in us 
participating in an event at Selah that is like 
Davis/Ike. Barb will pursue more information. 

Cindy is pursuing the purchase of a lighter weight 
canopy for us to use at outdoor tabling events. 
Barb has provided appropriate canopy weights, 
and they are in the storge unit. Two folding camp 
chairs have also been purchased. 

  

 

Opportunities for Action 
 

Contact Karri Livingston, Voter Services Chair, 
if you are interested in volunteering at any of 
the following. For more information, check 
out the event flyers included in this issue of 
The Voter.  karrijolivingston@gmail.com 

 

Sept 7 and Oct 5, Yakima Valley Farmers 
Market 
 

Volunteers are still needed to staff our Farmer’s 
Market table on September 7 and October 5.  The 
market is open from 9 – 1, plus the time for set-
up and take-down. If enough members volunteer, 
the tabling could be divided into two shifts. 
 

July 17 - Indivisible National Day of  
Action in Honor of John Lewis  
 

This is an opportunity to participate in 
demonstrations on Yakima City street 
corners. 
   

August 9 - Fiesta de Salud, 10 AM to 2 
PM 
 

We will be tabling at this event, and need volunteers 
Setup Time: 7:00 AM – 9:30 AM (For safety 
reasons traffic control will NOT allow anyone to 
park in front of building after 8:45am to 
UNLOAD)  
 

Location: Yakima Fairgrounds – Modern Living 
Building 
 

Parking: East Parking – Coca-Cola Grandstand   
  

September 13 - Catholic Families 
Resource Fair, 11 AM-2 PM 
 

This is another tabling event needing    
volunteers.  
 

 

mailto:karrijolivingston@gmail.com
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Saturday 

Aug. 9, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Time: 10am – 2pm 

Location: Modern Living Building 

1301 S. Fair Avenue 

Yakima, WA 98901 

 

Brought to you by: 

 

 

 
Yakima Memorial Hospital 

Provided at no cost to you: 
Health screenings & assessments 
• Cholesterol 
• Blood Sugar 
• Blood pressure 
• Colon Cancer Screening 

Backpacks for kids 
(limit 500) 

Haircuts for kids 

Food for Life – Nutrition and 
Cooking demo by Elizabeth Garcia 

Live music 

Over 50 health resources 

and so much more!
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National League of Women Voters Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Policy 
 

Discrimination or harassment of any kind will not be accepted within the League, including but not limited to race, 
socio-economic status, age, ability status, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, gender identity, or marital 
status. The League is committed to fostering, cultivating, and preserving a culture of diversity, equity, inclusion, 
access, and belonging for all people. The League is an organization that respects and values the richness of our 
community and our members. The collective sum of our individual differences and life experiences represents not 
only our culture, but our reputation and the organization's mission and achievements as well. 
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