
Core Principles 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy. 

VISION 
We envision a democracy where every person 
has the desire, the right, the knowledge, and the 
confidence to participate. 

VALUE STATEMENT 
The League believes in the power of women to 
create a more perfect democracy. 

Leadership Team 

 Cindy Olivas, President 
 Barb Schultz, Secretary 
 Janis Luvaas, Treasurer and Membership 
 Karri Livingston, voter Services Chair 
 Kitty Jubran 
 Steve Hill 
 Criss Bardill 
 Joy McKinney 
 Lana Barnes 

Meeting on the first Monday of the month at 4:30 
pm at the YWCA located at 818 W Yakima Ave, 
Yakima, WA 98901 in the second-floor 
conference room. All members are welcome! 
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We respectfully acknowledge that we live and work on 
the traditional lands of the fourteen Confederated 
Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation. 

 

 

August 20, LWVYC Quarterly Meeting, YWCA 4:30 PM 

 
YWCA. Open meeting, any members are welcome to 

 

September 8 and 9; SUFFS: The Musical, comes to the 

 

See Opportunities for Action, Page 4, and flyers 
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Message from the President 

Dear LWVYC Members and Friends of the League, 

While I am sitting at my computer thinking of what to share with you on this beautiful Saturday afternoon one 
thing comes to mind. I am so grateful to be part of this league. I have been actively engaged in community 
events and volunteered for many years in our community. Most of the time it has been behind the scenes. 
Before I became the League’s president, I mainly encouraged eligible community members to register to vote 
and to participate in their local governments about local issues. Now, I mingle with folks at community events 
and listen. 

It is surprising to hear people say they have registered to vote but do not vote. Why? Most of the responses 
relate to, “Why? It isn’t going to make my life better.” “Candidates don’t represent or seek input from my 
district.” and “The elected officials do what they want to do, no matter what.” These are discouraging 
comments to hear. 

What can we do as Yakima County League members to help our voting citizens see that by voting, their vote 
may be the deciding win for a candidate who will work for them? 

I will always remember this phrase, “United we stand, divided we fall.” It has been used as a patriotic motto in 
our history, first by Founding Father John Dickinson. It was used in his pre-Revolutionary War song “The 
Liberty Song” on July 7, 1768. 

Patrick Henry and Winston Churchill used this slogan in their speeches. The words have been used in songs by 
Marvin Gaye, Brotherhood of Man, and Pink Floyd during the 1960 – 1970’s in lyrics that connect to 
relationships. Dianna Wynn, our National LWV president, even used similar words during the June 2025 State 
Convention when connecting our tri-level leagues as a “Unity of One” to accomplish work together. 

Our Rule of Laws and Democracy are quickly changing from our highest level of government down to local 
government. For some, this is good, others are upset, and others are fearful of what the future will be. As I 
see it, there is a lot of work to be done. If we give up now, there will not be representation for all people. My 
words are to take a stand. 

Attend local city council meetings, public meetings, public forums, and town hall meetings, and connect with 
your state and neighbors about important issues and to set priorities. Let others in your community know that 
their voices matter and they matter. Remember, taking one step forward is better than not taking a step at 
all. Who knows; it might be what is necessary to get our voters, voting! (Just a thought.) 

Thank you to all the non-profit, nonpartisan organizations that partner with our organization in protecting our 
democracy with diversity, equity, and inclusion. Let’s all work together and stay strong in our communities. 

Cindy Olivas, 
LWVYC President 
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How Did We Finance the Revolutionary War Without a Government? 

Have you ever wondered how we became a self-governing nation going up against the most powerful and 
affluent nation in the world? We had no governmental organization, way of calling up troops, or money. So, 
how did we do it? Come learn from a costumed character who tells the true stories of how it all came 
together. 

Tuesday, Oct 7, at the Harmon Center (Time will be announced by email) 

Presented by Yakima Parks and Recreation in collaboration the National Society of Daughters of the American 
Revolution, Narcissa Whitman Chapter; League of Women Voters of Yakima County; and the National 
Association of the Sons of the American Revolution, Mid-Columbia Chapter. 

The League will be tabling at this event. 

 

 
 

 

LWVYC Nametags Now Available! 

Thank you to Barb Schulz for researching and organizing purchase of League name tags by members. 

Magnetic name tags (1 3/8”X3”) are now available to be purchased with your name and the League Logo from 
Engravings Unlimited in Yakima. The cost is $13.00. 

To order one, send an email request, with the name you would like on it, to engravingsunlimited@gmail.com 

They will respond when received. You will receive a phone call in about 2 weeks, letting you know it is 
available to be picked up. Payment is due then. 

We encourage all members who volunteer to table at events or attend League sponsored activities to consider 
purchasing a name tag. 

Sample Nametag 
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SUFFS: THE MUSICAL and THE 75 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

OF THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS of YAKIMA COUNTY! 

It seems like serendipity, but the invitation from The Capital Theatre to co-host Suffs; The Musical, came 
during our 75th Anniversary year, 2025, which will be noted in the promotions for this event. 

Activities start with our League co-hosting a free community event on Monday, Sept 8, at the Women’s 
Century Clubhouse to share some of the local history of the Suffragists and see displays and photos. Four 
local women will speak on their experiences and memories from the suffragist era. The Woman's Century 
Clubhouse is graciously supporting the play and the League of Women Voters of Yakima County. We are 
pleased to have this partnership connecting us with the history of the Women's Suffrage Movement. 

The play, Suffs: The Musical, will be performed on 
Monday, and Tuesday nights, Sept 8 and 9. Tickets are on 
sale at the Capital Theatre website, 
www.capitoltheatre.org. League members will serve as 
greeters at the entrance doors, hand out playbills, and will 
dress in either white dresses, or white tops and black 
bottoms, and will wear sashes that are replicas of those 
worn by members of the National American Woman 
Suffrage Association. We will also table in the lower lobby 
outside the Robertson Room. 

 
 

 
We want to voice our appreciation to Charlie 
Robin, CEO for the Capitol Theatre, for reaching 
out to the League of Women Voters of Yakima 
County. We are excited to share in the 
promotion of this wonderful play and help 
people understand the history of the Women’s 
Suffrage Movement, locally as well as nationally. 

 

 
Pictured at right: 

Charlie Robin, Executive Director of the Capitol 
Theater, meets with League members Janis 
Luvaas, Joy McKinney, Lana Barnes, and Barb 
Schultz (not pictured)  to plan The Suffs: The 
Musical, activities and celebration of the LWWYC 
75th anniversary. 
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Voter Services 

 
Please see Opportunities for Action in the 
following article. 

 
 

Voter Services has been busy with the many 
activities and events happening in the County 
this summer, focused on concerns about 
protecting our democracy and empowering 
voters. The fall schedule is filling up rapidly as 
schools open and the 2025 election draws 
near. We were delighted to see many League 
members participate in demonstrations. 

But a constant source of concern is how to 
encourage more League members to volunteer 
for tabling and other events. It seems the 
more we do, the more opportunities develop. 
We will be back in both Davis and Eisenhower 
high schools for conferences and are in 
discussion with Selah High School to do the 
same. It is likely that we could develop 
opportunities with some of our rural high 
schools if we have sufficient League members 
volunteering. 

Please consider making a commitment to help 
with 1 or 2 events between now and the end of 
the year. Karri would always be glad to hear 
from you, explore your interest, and pair you 
with an experienced volunteer. 

Contact Karri Livingston 
<karrijolivingston@gmail.com> 

Opportunities For Action 
and Coming Events 

Contact Karri Livingston, Voter Services Chair, 
if you are interested in volunteering at any of 
the following. For more information, check 
out the articles and event flyers included in 
this issue of The Voter. 
karrijolivingston@gmail.com 

 
Saturday, September 13 - Catholic Charities 
Resource Fair, 11 AM-2 PM 

 
Monday & Tuesday, Sept 8 and 9 Suffs: The 
Musical – We will be tabling and ushering 
both nights, plus hosting a Community 
Conversation at The Women’s Century 
Clubhouse at noon on Monday, September 
8. (See article page 4 and flyer on page 7). 

 
 

Tuesday, October 7 -- American Revolution 
Presentation by Susan Maza, Harmon 
Center, time TBA. 

 

 
Thursday, October 9 - - YVC Campus Voter 
Registration, YVC Library, Noon- 1 PM 

 

 
Wednesday, October 27 and Thursday, 
October 28 -- Eisenhower and Davis School 
Conferences tabling 
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Between The Ridges Fundraiser 

David Hacker of Between the Ridges sent out this 
email shortly after the August 2nd event: 

“Our Celebrating People of the Valley Fundraiser 
was a huge success. Thanks to the planning 
committee, all our sponsors, in-kind donors, 
volunteers, our amazing musicians, the great food 
by Lion Chef, our host Fred Fontanilla, and all who 
attended and raised the paddle to support our 
organizing work. What an amazing event! ….we 
have exceeded our fundraising goals!” 

16 League members were counted at this fun 
event! 

 
 

Community Forum 
on Medicaid Cuts 

 
On Wednesday, July 30, Between the 
Ridges sponsored a Medicaid forum at the Henry 
Beauchamp Community Center Wednesday. 
LWVYC is a member of Between the Ridges, and 
several of our members attended this informative 
event. The link below will take you to the Yakima 
Herald Republic write-up. 

https://www.yakimaherald.com/news/local/spe   
akers-talk-about-how-medicaid-cuts-will-affect- 
the-yakima-valley/article_4381123e-87f3-4f61- 
bcf6-38e278f16188.html 

 

 
National League of Women Voters 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
Policy 

Discrimination or harassment of any kind will 
not be accepted within the League, including but 
not limited to race, socio-economic status, age, 
ability status, religion, sexual orientation, 
national origin, gender identity, or marital 
status. 

The League is committed to fostering, 
cultivating, and preserving a culture of diversity, 
equity, inclusion, access, and belonging for all 
people. 

 
The League is an organization that respects and 
values the richness of our community and our 
members. 

 
The collective sum of our individual differences 
and life experiences represents not only our 
culture, but our reputation and the 
organization's mission and achievements as 
well.  

             

Page 6 



Page 9 of  

 

Page 7 



 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS“ 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION FORM 

BECOWE A Mz BAR or T E 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF 

YAKIMA COUMTY, OR RENEW 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

First Name:   Last Name:   

Email:   Phone Number:   

Address:   
Street Address City State Zip Code 

 
 

PERSONAL INFORMATION 

Understanding the demographics of LWV's membership base helps us progress in our value of being a 
fully inclusive organization. Please fill out as much of the following info as you are comfortable with: 

 
Gender:   Pronouns:   Race/Ethnicity:   Birth Year:   

 

DUES AMOUNT 

Please select the dues amount you wish to pay. The recommended rate is $75.00, but you may choose 
an amount below that, down to a minimum of $20.00. Higher dues payments help to allow some 
members to pay below the recommended amount but do not grant additional benefits. Attach a check 
payable to the League o( Women Voters o(tlne United States. 

 $75.OO/year  $150.OO/year 

Choose your own amount (minimum $20.00). 

$250.OO/year $500.OO/year 

 

The amount you choose to pay in dues will be split between your local, state, and national League. 
Would you like to make an additional donation exclusively to your local League? 

Yes No Amount:   

Pay by credit card or bank account online by clicking on the join/renew 
form on our website's Join .pags or scanning this QR code 

PTY by check. fil! out this (arm and mail to. 
LOWVYC , PO Box 723, 
Yakima, WA 98907 

 

ADDITIONAL FAMILY MEMBERS? 

Do you have a household member wishing to join or renew LOWV membership? 
Please complete an additional form and send in with additional dues, thank you! 

 

 
 

 


