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We respectfully acknowledge that we live and work on the
traditional lands of the fourteen Confederated Tribes and
Bands of the Yakama Nation.

Core Principles

MISSION STATEMENT
Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy.

VISION

We envision a democracy where every person has
the desire, the right, the knowledge, and the
confidence to participate.

VALUE STATEMENT
The League believes in the power of women to
create a more perfect democracy.

Leadership Team

Cindy Olivas, President

Barb Schultz, Secretary

Janis Luvaas, Treasurer and Membership
Karri Livingston, Voter Services Chair
Kitty Jubran

Steve Hill

Criss Bardill, The Voter Editor

Joy McKinney

Lana Barnes

Meeting on the first Monday of the month at 4:30
pm at the YWCA located at 818 W Yakima Ave,
Yakima, WA 98901 in the second-floor conference
room. All members are welcome!

Calendar

e 10/6/25 Leadership Team Meeting, 4:30 PM,

YWCA. Open meeting, all members are welcome
to attend and participate. Only LT Members may
vote on motions.

e 10/7/2025 How Did We Finance the

Revolutionary War? 6 PM, Harmon Center. See
attached flyer for event information.

e 10/9/2025 YVC Campus Voter Registration, YVC

Library, Noon- 1 PM. Contact Kari Livingston to
volunteer.

e 10/18/2025 No Kings Day. Register at

https://www.mobilize.us/indivisible/event/8395
52/

e 10/27-28/2025 Tabling at high schools during

conferences. Contact Kari Livingston at
karrijolivingston@gmail.com to help.

See “Opportunities for Action” article below
and attached flyers.

Know Your League
Check these websites to more fully understand your
League:
Our local Yakima County League:
https://lwvyakimacounty.org/

Our Washington state League:
https://www.lwvwa.org/

Our National League:
https://www.lwv.org/

700+ Leagues across the US
1Mil+ members & supporters
9 million voters reached in 2024

100s of voting rights victories




Message from Our President to the LWVWA President

| am sending two photos of Yakima County League of Women Voters who participated in the Yakima Valley
Sunfair Parade on Saturday, September 20th. The morning was the perfect day for walking or being driven in a
vehicle.

One photo is of Joy McKinney who walked as a solar panel with Yakima Climate 350 and Citizens' Climate
Lobby of Yakima. The second photo is with Janis Luvaas, treasurer and Cindy Olivas, president. Both of us held our
signs proudly as we walked with the Yakima Indivisible Grassroot Organization, which is non-partisan.

The route started at 16th Ave. & W. Yakima Ave. and ended in front of the YMCA building on N. Naches
Ave. It was a 1.4-mile-long walk. There were lots of spectators watching the event sitting or standing, from young
to old, some with 3 generations of family members. It was great to see Native Americans, Asians, Latinos, and
Caucasians side by side watching the parade.

By the end of the route my voice was hoarse as | was getting out the message in English and in Spanish for
people to vote. | also had some short conversations with people watching and was also shaking hands. Many people
thanked the league for the work that is done to get people to vote.

It was a proud moment to represent the League of Women Voters of Yakima County and the State of
Washington.

Submitted by Cindy Olivas, President of the LWVYC

Joy McKinny Rromotes solar energy at the Janis Luvaas and Cindy Olivas walk the Sunfair
Yakima Sunfair Parade. Parade, encouraging the crowd to vote.



Opportunities for Action

Jail Impacted Voting. Consider joining this group that is working to register eligible inmates at the Yakima County
Jail and to encourage them to vote in the coming election. Our local group has connected with the state League
Justice Impacted Voting Group and is looking for methods and activities to develop “further programming in a way
that enriches the lives of Jail Impacted Voters”. (See Program report in article on the next page.)

Initiative to the Legislature: [L26-326. Would require documentary proof of citizenship to vote. See attached
guidance from LWVWA.

October 7, 6-7 PM at the Harmon Center. How Did We Finance the Revolutionary War Without a Government?
Presented by Yakima Parks & Recreation with supporting organizations including our local League. (See attached
flyer.)

October 19, No Kings Day. We will be uniting to support our friends and allies in the Resistance! Co-sponsored by
Yakima Indivisible and Central WA Resistance. (See announcement below and register at
https://www.mobilize.us/indivisible/event/839552/.)

High School tabling on Conference Days: League Volunteers Needed

October 27 and 28 at Davis HS and Eisenhower HS and Selah HS

These are daytime activities. We get a lot of positive activity and feedback.
It’s a good place to do your first tabling; we will pair you with a more experienced League member. The weather
has cooled off; what’s not to like! (Please help out.)

Contact Karri Livingston, Voter Services Chair, if you are interested in volunteering.
karrijolivingston@gmail.com

Reminder, LWVYC Nametags Are Available

Magnetic name tags (1 3/8”X3"”) are available to be purchased with your name and the League Logo from
Engravings Unlimited in Yakima. The cost is $13.00.

To order one, send an email request, with the name you would like on it, to LuLEAGUEOFWOMENVOTERS
engravingsunlimited@gmail.com . They will respond when received. You will
receive a pho.ne call in about 2 weeks, letting you know it is available to be picked Barb Schultz
up. Payment is due then. We encourage all members who volunteer to table at
events or attend League sponsored activities to consider purchasing a name tag.
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Jail Impacted Voting Meeting 8/20/2025

Present: Joy McKinney, Nancy Lust, Deborah Severtson-Coffin, Maria Jett

The meeting was called as a way to follow up with those who participated in the League’s
October 2024 voter registration event at Yakima County Jail. We met to discuss how that event
went from our perspective and to discuss what might be possible for future visits, especially given
the support and interest of the state-based group.

After a brief catch up, we talked about what the state-based Justice Impacted Voting group is
doing, and the success of the Yakima event. They would love to see us do more and report back
with our experiences.

What was successful: Well organized, both inside jail and by the League. Uplifting experience
both while it was happening, and because of the results. Everyone present is eager to do it again
and is interested in expanding into educational opportunities.

Where might we go from here? (To discuss with Jeremy Welch (+Auditors, Voter Services
(and??))

All stakeholders seem to be supportive of developing further programming in a way that enriches
the lives of Jail Impacted Voters. For our part, we would like to ask the following:

Is there a way the League could set up regularly scheduled visits of some sort, offering civic
engagement, article discussion, information sharing, workshops, etc. What would be most
helpful or valued, in your opinion?

Is there a way for the League to sponsor a bookshelf or informational wall in the Jail or
somewhere else?

Can we register voters on a regular basis and would it be a good idea from your
perspective?

How do you think the League can best serve the needs of jail impacted voters?
Is there someone else we could partner with in this effort to increase our impact?

Next steps:

Maria requested to hear voting outcomes from Auditor’s office from the 2024 event.

Jeremy Welch, Yakima County Jail Director, is our local liaison. Since Joy is a Leadership Team
Member, she will take on outreach to connect with Jeremy Welch and the Auditor’s Office to
discuss outcomes, future opportunities for registration, voting and education/discussion.

Submitted by: Maria Jett, 8/22/25

National League of Women Votes Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Policy

Discrimination or harassment of any kind will not be accepted within the League, including but not limited to race, socio-
economic status, age, ability status, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, gender identity, or marital status. The
League is committed to fostering, cultivating, and preserving a culture of diversity, equity, inclusion, access, and belonging
for all people. The League is an organization that respects and values the richness of our community and our members.
The collective sum of our individual differences and life experiences represents not only our culture, but our reputation
and the organization's mission and achievements as well.




SUFFS: The Musical and the LWVYC

For those who didn’t see the write up in our State League Newsletter, check out the wonderful write-up at
this link: https://lwvyakimacounty.org/suffs-strikes-a-powerful-chord-in-yakima/

Images from the “Women and the Vote Community Conversation.”
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Above left: Janis Luvaas and Mary Stephenson represent “Suffs.”
Above right: Charlie Robin, Capital Theater CEO and Cindy
Olivas, LWVYC, greet Tammy Ayer, Panel Moderator, and Panel
Members: Maria Beltran, Brianna Tamaki, Magaly Solis, Emily
Washines, and Ester Huey (not pictured).

Right: Evelyn Malone portraying Sojourner Truth. Emily
Washines and Ester Huey, panel members listen.

Below: Gwen Chaplin checks the displays by Cindy Olivas.
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“The play could not have come at a better time to remind all
of us of what we take for granted when it comes to voting.”
-- Cindy Olivas




Images from the Premiere Performances of SUFFS: The Musica

Left: LWVYC President Cindy Olivas greets playgoers at the door. Center: Karri Livingston, LWVYC Voter
Services Chair, ushers. Right: Barb Shultz engages visitors at our information table at the Capitol Theater.

§ 1 OnApril 17, 2025, The League of Women
i Voters declared that the United States is in

Resisting Threats |
i Ny o Constitutional Crisis. It shouldn't matter if
to De m 0 C ra cy L ; : you are a Democrat, Republican, or

Independent; if you care about the rule of
law and democratic norms, your voice
matters.
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The information you need to take action when it matters most.

Find out more about this means and what you can do about it at: https://www.lwvwa.org/Resisting-Threats

FAITH ACTION NETWORK
CELEBRATION AND FUNDRAISER

The League of Women Voters of Yakima County
is a partner with FAN through our membership in
Between the Ridges.

Join via livestream for an evening of inspiring stories,

ANightobtT
UNBREAKABLE SPIRIT

delicious food, and uplifting music as we celebrate the S T
power of multi-faith advocacy! Together, we’ll honor our FAITH ACTION NETWORK'S ANNUAL DINNER
legislative victories from the past year and look ahead to SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2025

SEATAC + LIVESTREAMED + SPOKANE

the work we’ll accomplish in 2026. Further information
at https://fanwa.org/annual-dinner/
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How Did We...

FINANCE THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR
WITHOUT A GOVERNMENT?

TUESDAY, OCTOBER7TH
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Have you ever wondered how a group of %
determined colonists managed to become a self-
governing nation, standing up to the most SONS OF THE
powerful empire of the time? With no formal AMERICAN
. REVOLUTION -
government, no standing army, and no money, MID-COLUMBIA
how did they succeed? CHAPTER
Join a costumed historical interpreter as she AMERICA
brings to life the real stories behind the birth of ¥2SO
HARMAN our nation and the extraordinary efforts that

CENTER : .
made independence possible.

This program is ideal for high school students
through adult audiences.

Presented by Yakima Parks & Recreation with supporting organizations: Daughters of the American Revolution -
Narcissa Whitman Chapter, League of Women Voters of Yakima County, Yakima Valley Veterans Coalition, Sons
of the American Revolution - Mid-Columbia Chapter, Yakima Valley
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DECLINE

TO SIGN 1L26-326

The initiative would prevent eligible voters from voting.

IL26-126 would require all voters to have either an enhanced driver's license or
provide documentary proof of U.S. citizenship in person (such as a certified
birth certificate with the same name that's on their driver's license, or a valid
passport). Voters who fail to do so would see their registration canceled.

It's an effort to solve a problem that doesn't exist.

Wh O? Qoqﬂ_ for details

IL26-126 would impact:

The nearly 3 out of 4 Washingtonians without an enhanced driver's license.

The roughly 38% of Washingtonians without a valid passport.

About 1.6 million Washington women whose current name does not match the one on
their birth certificate because they changed their name when they married.
Washingtonians with mobility issues or who live in rural areas with limited access to
transportation.

Working Washingtonians who cannot take time off from their jobs to wait in line at a
government office to present the required documentation.

Washingtonians who never had a certified birth certificate to begin with, or who do not
have access to it.

Washingtonians who can't afford the fees required to get the required documentation.

Noncitizen Voting Is a Myth.

The fact is noncitizens are not voting—and numerous scientifically strong studies prove
these falsehoods are wrong. Federal law prohibits noncitizens from voting in federal
elections. State and local election officials specifically keep watch for noncitizen voting.
A noncitizen found voting also risks deportation.

League of Women Voters of Washington
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 1511 Third Avenue, Suite 801 | Seattle, WA 98101

info@iwvwa.org | www.lwvwa.org



LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF

L LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS BECOME A MEMBER OF THE
- YAKIMA COUNTY, OR RENEW

YOUR MEMBERSHIP
MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION FORM
CONTACT INFORMATION
First Name: Last Name:
Email: Phone Number:
Address:
Street Address City State Zip Code

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Understanding the demographics of LWV's membership base helps us progress in our value of being a
fully inclusive organization. Please fill out as much of the following info as you are comfortable with:

Gender: Pronouns: Race/Ethnicity: Birth Year:

DUES AMOUNT

Please select the dues amount you wish to pay. The recommended rate is $75.00, but you may choose
an amount below that, down to a minimum of $20.00. Higher dues payments help to allow some
members to pay below the recommended amount but do not grant additional benefits. Attach a check
payable to the League of Women Voters of the United States.

[ ] $75.00/year [ ] $150.00/year [ ] $250.00/year [ ] $500.00/year

|:| Choose your own amount (minimum $20.00):

The amount you choose to pay in dues will be split between your local, state, and national League.
Would you like to make an additional donation exclusively to your local League?

D Yes I:] No Amount:

Pay by credit card or bank account online by clicking on the join/renew

form on our website’s Join page or scanning this QR code

To pay by check: fill out this form and mail to:
LOWVYC, PO Box 723,
Yakima, WA 98907

ADDITIONAL FAMILY MEMBERS?

Do you have a household member wishing to join or renew LOWY membership?
Please complete an additional form and send in with additional dues, thank you!

lwvyakimacounty.org yakimacountylwvyc@gmail.com



