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We respectfully acknowledge that we live and work on the
traditional lands of the fourteen Confederated Tribes and Calendar
Bands of the Yakama Nation.

12/1/25 Leadership Team Meeting, 4:30 PM, YWCA

Core Principles 12/10/25 Deadline for contributions to YWCA
Adopt-a-Family for Christmas (see info inside)

MISSION STATEMENT
Empowering Voters. Defending Democracy.

VISION

We envision a democracy where every person has
the desire, the right, the knowledge, and the
confidence to participate.

VALUE STATEMENT
The League believes in the power of women to
create a more perfect democracy.

Thanksgiving wishes for Bountiful Gratitude.
Leadership Team And Holiday Blessings!

e Cindy Olivas, President

e Barb Schultz, Secretary Know Your League

e Janis Luvaas, Treasurer and Membership Check these websites to more fully understand your
e Karri Livingston, Voter Services Chair League:

e Kitty Jubran Our local Yakima County League:

e Steve Hill https://lwvyakimacounty.org/

e Criss Bardill, The Voter Editor Our Washington State League:

e Joy McKinney https://www.lwvwa.org/

® LlanaBarnes Our National League:

https://www.lwv.org/

Meeting on the first Monday of the month at 4:30
pm at the YWCA located at 818 W Yakima Ave, 700+ Leagues across the US
Yakima, WA 98901 in the second-floor conference

1Mil+ members & supporters
room. All members are welcome! PP

9 million voters reached in 2024

100s of voting rights victories



https://lwvyakimacounty.org/
https://lwvyakimacounty.org/
https://www.lwvwa.org/
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Page 2

Hello members and Friends of the League,

Now that November 4t General Election Day is over, | wonder what the turnout rate was for our
county?

As of November 14%, the unofficial result is 27.35% * of eligible voters in Yakima County voted.
That equates to 37,067 out of 135,535* registered voters. For the State of Washington, the count is
1,992,623 (39.06%) * of registered voters voted. It is discouraging to see the low turnout numbers of
people voting. Eligible voters still choose not to vote for various reasons.

Our local elections are just as important as the Presidential Election. All the measures and
positions on the General Election Ballot affect our communities. Voters who turned in ballots
determined the outcome of who fills City Council positions, School Board positions, Fire Protection
Commissioners, County Coroner, and District and City Judges positions in January.

Besides the local candidate positions, there was a Senate Joint Resolution No. 8201 (allowing a
portion of money in the WA Care Fund to be invested in financial securities), Yakima Proposition No. 1
(county ban on Marijuana) and the City of Yakima Proposition No.1 (increase property taxes to cover a
$9 million deficit) in the Yakima City’s Budget. Those who voted and returned their ballots before and on
November 4t determined which initiatives passed or failed. If you did not register to vote or did not
turn in your ballot, you missed a very important election.

The Yakima County Auditor’s Office will certify election results on November 25, 2025. Then, the
Secretary of State certifies the results by December 4, 2025. If you would like to know the results of local
races, go online to Yakima County Auditors Office Election Results.

A positive side note: this year’s General Election voting turnout was 11% higher than in the
Primary Election. Franklin County’s General Election voting number was 11,241 (23.04%) * and the
Ferry County voting rate was 1,364 (26.15%) *. Yakima County did not fall into last place in this election.
Columbia County had the highest number of votes counted at 1,487 (49.16%) *.

The Canvassing Board of Yakima County are holding public meetings for canvassing the
November 4, 2025, General Election. Meetings of the Canvassing Board are open, public meetings,
under 42.30 RCW. The following dates are November 24, at 4:00 p.m. for review of challenged ballots;
and November 25, at 12:00 p.m. for certification of the election. Both day’s events will be held at:

Yakima County Courthouse - Ballot Processing Center, 128 N 2" St., Room B-16, Yakima, WA.

| would like to thank our own Voter Service
Volunteers for going out to tabling events this year at
community events, the Farmer’s Market, and to four local
high schools: Davis, Eisenhower, Selah, and West Valley.
The Voter Services did a total of 28 events.

Photo: LWVYC member Janis Luvaas helps a Davis High
School student learn about the Future Voter’s Program for
youth’s ages 16-18 years of age during our tabling at the
2025 Davis High School Resource Event which took place
during the Teacher/Parent Conferences. The League’s Voter
Services is focusing on high schools and colleges to get
information out about voting.

I would like to give a shout out to Poder Latinx for
organizing volunteers who went canvassing door-to-door in
neighborhoods reminding people to vote.

(PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE continued on next page)

*All voting numbers are considered unofficial until certified
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Just as a reminder to our own league members who are not sure how to participate and
volunteer there are always ways to become involved, whether it is registering voters at tabling events,
civic engagement for adults, civic engagement for students, attending local council meetings, being
proactive in the community, protecting our rights to vote, writing letters to the editor, helping to set up
presentations, joining in peaceful rallies in the community, writing “thank you “ notes, making phone
calls, or just sharing ideas. Without you involved, the League cannot do all these necessary events.
Please contact me to see where there is a need to fit your interest or passion, it is never too late!

Future note: There will be special elections coming up in February for school bond levy proposals.

The Leadership Team will be meeting on December 1 at 4:30 PM at the YWCA. Remember that all
Leadership Team meetings are on the first Monday of each month unless that is a holiday. Meetings are
offered virtually as well as in person at the YWCA. Please plan on attending.

Enjoy your winter gatherings and festivities safely, with family and friends.

Cindy Olivas.
LWVYC President

VOTER SERVICES COMMITTEE HAS BUSY SEASON

The Voter Services Committee celebrated October events at our recent

meeting. It was a month full of activities. Tabling at high school
conferences/career days expanded from two to four local high schools,
Davis, Eisenhower, West Valley and Selah.

League volunteers were busy handing out Secretary of State Future Voter pamphlets, which
provide information about early registration (at age 16, with their first ballot to be received automatically
following their 18" birthday.)

e Davis and Eisenhower — lots of Future Voter handouts were given to students and civics
education flyers given to teachers. Cindy put the civics flyer in all the Davis Teachers’ boxes. Nancy
Lust worked with me at Eisenhower. Nancy retired as a teacher from Eisenhower, so she was a plus to
have as a tabling partner. (Thank you, Nancy!) There were lots of great conversations with students
and teachers.

e Selah —Joy spoke with Civics teacher Brian Dibble and provided him with Civics Education
flyers. She also approached teachers and counselors with flyers. Attendees did not know about
students being able to preregister to vote at 16. (We heard that at all the schools)

e West Valley — Kitty said the WV event went well. She spoke to an employee from ESD 105
who explained that most of these student conferences are held the same week each year because
many of the college and military recruiters come from out of town. This allows them to participate at
multiple schools for one week. Conference and Career days occur again in the spring, and we hope to
be present at additional high schools in our County.

On Oct 7 at the Harmon Center, our League co-sponsored a Daughters of The Revolution
presentation on How Did We Finance The Revolutionary War?

On October 9, the League was invited to YVC for a Campus Voter Registration Event. League
members wore their Suffs costumes and made a presentation about voting. Not many students
attended but those that did were very interested in our presentation. The SUFFS costumes and the
little yellow ducks we have been handing out at tabling events were a hit. YVC would like to continue

our partnership.

(VOTERS SERVICES... continued on next page)
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VOTERS SERVICES... (continued from previous page)

We anticipate a slowdown of events in December but are already receiving notification and
invites for events in the new year. We will be hoping to identify some new volunteers among our
members. Don’t be surprised if you get a call from us!

Karri Livingston, Voter Services Chair
Criss Bardill, The Voter Editor

eliminating racism
empowering women

ywca

yakima

The Leadership Team has chosen to support this important program in
appreciation for all the support we receive from the YWCA year around.

We are keeping it very simple, just click on the link below and make a donation in
the amount you choose. Please acknowledge you are contributing on behalf of our
LWVYC. There is also room to honor an individual or in memory of someone.

The deadline for donations is December 10, and the YWCA will report back to us
with some non-identifying information on the family we supported. We hope you will
choose to support this.

https://secure.everyaction.com/1TOxfIKOCU29WkIxR gqog?2



https://secure.everyaction.com/1TOxflK9CU29WkJxR_qqog2
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LOCAL LEAGUE MEMBERS SEEN AT “NO KINGS” RALLY

Left: Longtime LWVYC member Betty Van Ryder is
joined by her granddaughter at the No Kings Rally on
October 18 in Union Gap.

Below: Joy McKinney represents herself
and her cat as she invites responses from
fellow-demonstrators and passers-by.

Left: Lana Barnes and Coleen Anderson pause
along South First Street to sport their messages.

Those pictured here are but a few of the
dozens of League members and friends
demonstrating on behalf of democracy.
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STATE AND NATIONAL LEAGUE INFORMATION

News From LWVUS: Revised 2025 Naturalization Civics Test

Recently, The National League and an additional 153 national, state, and local organizations and
individuals signed a letter to the Honorable Joseph Edlow, Director, US Citizenship and Immigration
Services regarding the new 2025 Naturalization Civics Test.

The letter raises strong concerns about the increased difficulty of the test questions, the lack of
a rational for the changes, and the additional burden it places on service providers. The test was
implemented this month.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FP3Axg3GJM20 KgJU46VvSntCINIOWmK/view

News and information from LWV Washington State: DEI Program

The State league is going to start a DEI Infinity Committee. The first step of the process is to get
interested league members from all around the state to commit to being on the committee. Check this
article for further information about DEI and contact information if you are interested in participating:
https://Iwvwa.org/This-Month-in-the-League/13200331

Cindy’s notes from November 18 LWVWA monthly President’s Zoom Meeting:

The LWVUS has recognized three nonprofits as partnership organizations with the League
nationwide: the YWCA, the National Council of Jewish Women (NCJW), and the American Association
of University Women (AAUW). See the article at: https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-
releases/women-led-organizations-team-strengthen-democracy-communities-nationwide

The League’s Unite & Rise Initiative recognizes the current crises for democracy and urges
members to mobilize. Resources include:

¢ See the public landing page HERE for an overview of Unite & Rise.

e Check out the Daily Democracy Practices for League members.

e Take a look at the Unite and Rise Power Playbook 3, which covers November 2025-January
2026. Register for online trainings — next ones are Dec. 16 and Jan. 20. In particular, scroll down in the
playbook to the calendars for daily actions by month. Find the Unite and Rise 8.5 Toolkit HERE.

e See this video by LWVUS, “Are We Really in a Constitutional Crisis?” It’s great for public
presentations.

The State Nominating Committee is at work! They are meeting with interested members. The
last session is on December 6 at 10:30 a.m.

Lobby Week: January 26, 2026. Great opportunity to build relationships with your legislators.

The Redistricting Reform Task Force is surveying coalition partners to build model legislation.

Two upcoming conventions:
WA Council 2026: June 6-7 at South Puget Sound Community College-Lacey Campus.
2026 National Convention: June 25-28 in Columbus, Ohio.
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DECLINE

TO SIGN 1L26-326

The initiative would prevent eligible voters from voting.
It's an effort to solve a problem that doesn't exist.

IL26-126 would require all voters to have either an enhanced driver's license or @ @
provide documentary proof of U.S. citizenship in person (such as a certified birth 1
certificate with the same name that's on their driver's license, or a valid passport). iﬂ
Voters who fail to do so would see their registration canceled. @;

Who?

IL26-126 would impact:

+ The nearly 3 out of 4 Washingtonians without an enhanced driver's license.

* The roughly 38% of Washingtonians without a valid passport.

* About 1.6 million Washington women whose current name does not match the one on
their birth certificate because they changed their name when they married.

+ Washingtonians with mobility issues or who live in rural areas with limited access to
transportation.

+ Working Washingtonians who cannot take time off from their jobs to wait in line at a
government office to present the required documentation.

+ Washingtonians who never had a certified birth certificate to begin with, or who do not
have access to it.

+ Washingtonians who can't afford the fees required to get the required documentation.

Noncitizen Voting Is a Myth.

The fact is noncitizens are not voting-and numerous scientifically strong studies prove
these falsehoods are wrong. Federal law prohibits noncitizens from voting in federal
elections. State and local election officials specifically keep watch for noncitizen voting. A
noncitizen found voting also risks deportation.

League of Women Voters of Washington
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 1511 Third Avenue, Suite 801 | Seattle, WA 98101
info@lwvwa.org I www.lwvwa.org
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BECOME A MEMBER OF THE
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF
YAKIMA COUNTY, OR RENEW
YOUR MEMBERSHIP

L LEAGUE oF WOMEN VOTERS'

MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION FORM

CONTACT INFORMATION

First NaMe: Last Name:

Email: Phone Number

AAAIESS: | eeeeeeeee et et e et eeet e et as et rasaeeerasesetrasaeeeeeteanae et eesaeaneneaeaneenaneneesaeaneenaeaneenaeaneenananennananennaes
Street Address City State Zip Code

PERSONAL INFORMATION

Understanding the demographics of LWV's membership base helps us progress in our value of being a
fully inclusive organization. Please fill out as much of the following info as you are comfortable with:

Gender: Pronouns: Race/Ethnicity: Birth Year:

DUES AMOUNT

Please select the dues amount you wish to pay. The recommended rate is $75.00, but you may choose
an amount below that, down to a minimum of $20.00. Higher dues payments help to allow some
members to pay below the recommended amount but do not grant additional benefits. Attach a check
payable to the League of Women Voters of the United States.

D $75.00/year D $150.00/year D $250.00/year D $500.00/year

D Choose your own amount (minimum $20.00):

The amount you choose to pay in dues will be split between your local, state, and national League.
Would you like to make an additional donation exclusively to your local League?

D Yes D No Amount:

Pay by credit card or bank account online by clicking on the join/renew

form on our website's Join P-agg or scanning this QR code

To pay by check: fill out this form and mail to:
LOWVYC, PO Box 723,
Yakima, WA 98907

ADDITIONAL FAMILY MEMBERS?

Do you have a household member wishing to join or renew LOWYV membership?
Please complete an additional form and send in with additional dues, thank you!

Iwvyakimacounty.org akimacountylwvyc@gmail.com
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